Anthropology 111 – Social Inequality Simulation Exercise
Goals/Objectives:

· Students will understand what it feels like to directly experience social inequality

· Students will appreciate the implications of social inequality including the distribution of:

· Labor

· Land/territory

· Power

· Rights
· Students will use this experience as a reference point in a discussion about social inequality, the exchange of products and roles, division of labor, and other important concepts from the reading and lectures
· 3 Lectures

· Scheper-Hughes, Nancy (2000) Postmodern cannibalism? Whole Earth Summer 2000:16-18.
· Miller, Barbara (2008) Social Stratification. In Anthropology. 2nd ed. Pp. 427-436. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.
· Miller, Barbara (2008) Civil Society. In Anthropology. 2nd ed. Pp. 436-440. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.
Materials:
· Candy – 2.5-3 times as many pieces as there are students in the class

· Colored stickers or name tags – about 1/5 as many note cards as there are students in the class

· Colored note cards, cut into thirds – same number of full note cards as there are colored stickers
· Surveyor’s tape – sections long enough to create a visual barrier between one part of the classroom and another
· A watch or clock

Process:

1. When your students arrive, encourage them to wash their hands or use hand sanitizer, especially if they are feeling under the weather.

2. Do the regular announcements/attendance or whatever the normal routine is for your sections. (You can do attendance while you are watching them in the activity, too.)
3. Depending on classroom setting, create a bounded area that takes up about 20% of the classroom
a. Square arrangement of tables: you can move one of the tables to create an “inside” and an “outside” division of space
b. Movable desks: move desks out to the walls and either lay the surveyor’s tape across the floor or tie to two desks so that it creates a higher barrier
c. Stationary desks: tie the surveyor’s tape to two desks in different parts of the room
4. Pick on 4 random students to be the “privileged minority” (or “upper class”). Take these students aside and give them each:

a.  1 colored sticker to wear on their shirt (to show their status)

b. Three colored note card pieces (“passes”)
c. Distribute half the candy among these four students, giving them 6-7 pieces each (25 pieces total).
d. Encourage them to demand proper respect from the other students if they do not perform tasks adequately (if they need to be working harder or faster, for example) or if they disrespect their authority.
5. Gather the rest of the students
a. Distribute the remaining candy to them. Make sure you don’t give them all the same amount; you want to distribute it unevenly just as money is distributed unevenly in stratified societies.
b. Tell them that they need to stay within the bounded area of the classroom.
6. Address the whole class

a. Only the members of the “privileged minority” get to wander the classroom freely.
b. Candy represents money in this simulation, so in order to subsist you need to have at least one piece of candy. To go to college you need three pieces of candy at the end of the simulation.
c. In order to be a productive citizen, you all need to complete the following tasks during the simulation: (you can write these on the board)
i. Write on the chalk board

ii. Do jumping jacks

iii. Pretending to wash the desks/tables

iv. Count the ceiling or floor tiles

I (the TA) am going to be walking around making sure you are doing something during the exercise so be sure to do all these things!

d. Some people in this society have more than others, but if they would like to make more money, you may be able to work for someone in the class. If you a pass (colored note card), you have the ability to hire another person to do one of these tasks for you so that you don’t have to. To do this you must give the person a pass card so that they are allowed to leave the restricted area. Once they complete the task to your satisfaction, you must pay them and retrieve the pass card. This is the only time that the underprivileged group can leave the restricted area – or else.
7. Start! (This portion should take 20-25 minutes.)

a. Walk around and act like the task master but focus on the underprivileged majority; if people in the restricted area are not doing anything, motivate them to do the activities. (They don’t want to become criminals, after all.)

b. Every 5 minutes or so, stop everyone and…
i. Check if there is anyone without a colored sticker in the open area of the classroom. If there is, make them show you their pass card. If they do not have a pass card they are a criminal and they should be “exiled” to a corner of the room to observe.
8. End the simulation so that you have about 30 minutes for discussion.
9. Debrief the class on this activity and how it relates to lecture/reading material about social inequality. This will probably be smoothest if you start with general questions about the simulation and begin to ask for connections to terms or concepts we have discussed. Here are some prompt suggestions:

a. How did this simulation make you feel? Was it fair?
b. Who here would have liked to change the situation? Who liked it the way it was? (show of hands)
c. To the privileged group: Do you think the minority liked things the way they were? Why?

d. To the restricted group: Were there any conflicts between people within your group? What caused them?

e. In real life, how could a minority justify having so much more wealth and land than the majority?

f. What type of economy did we act out? (egalitarian? stratified?)
g. Which group did more work? (division of labor)
h. How much candy did you start with? How much did you end with?
i. How many people got to go to college?
j. To what degree did things change from the beginning to the end? What does this tell you about social inequality through generations? Do “achieved” roles change through generations?
k. What mode of exchange do you think this represents? (reciprocity / redistribution / market exchange)

l. Other than candy, what was exchanged when you all interacted within your group? What was exchanged when you interacted with those outside your group?
i. Try to guide them towards identifying the fact that exchange serves a variety of roles in society, such as
1. Demonstrating power, prestige and status

2. Affirming personal obligations 

m. What does one piece of candy really mean in this mode of exchange? What can you get for one piece of candy? Does it change depending on who you are exchanging goods with? (money having symbolic value)
n. Did anyone break the rules to get more candy? What would you do to get more candy? How far would you go to get what you want? (tie in to organ trafficking article if you want)
10. Explain that the simulation was based upon the sociopolitical circumstances in South Africa in the 1950s-1980s and read this excerpt from Encyclopedia Britannica as a brief overview:
Racial segregation, sanctioned by law, was widely practiced in South Africa before 1948, but the National Party, which gained office that year, extended the policy and gave it the name apartheid. The Group Areas Act of 1950 established residential and business sections in urban areas for each race, and members of other races were barred from living, operating businesses, or owning land in them. In practice this act and two others (1954, 1955), which became known collectively as the Land Acts, completed a process that had begun with similar Land Acts adopted in 1913 and 1936; the end result was to set aside more than 80 percent of South Africa’s land for the white minority. To help enforce the segregation of the races and prevent blacks from encroaching on white areas, the government strengthened the existing “pass” laws, which required nonwhites to carry documents authorizing their presence in restricted areas. Other laws forbade most social contacts between the races, authorized segregated public facilities, established separate educational standards, restricted each race to certain types of jobs, curtailed nonwhite labour unions, and denied nonwhite participation (through white representatives) in the national government.

Encyclopedia Britannica Online

2009 Apartheid. Electronic document, http://www.britannica.com/ EBchecked/topic/29332/apartheid, accessed October 18, 2009.

11. Prompts on applying this example specifically to the discussion/terms on social inequality:
a. What do you think about this simulation now that you know that it represents a historical reality? Does it make you feel differently about your role in it?
b. If the South African government had not separated the black and white citizens physically, would there still be such vast differences in the socioeconomic status of the two groups?
12. Before your students leave, make them redistribute their wealth. If they have more than 2 pieces, they should put the remaining candy on one table/desk. The remaining candy can be distributed however you want. (There is enough candy for half the class to get more than 2 pieces.) 
a. You could use this opportunity to reward them if they participated in the discussion. 
b. You could also ask them if they know another example of a redistributive practice and reward them if they give the right answer (Ex: Northwest Coast potlatch)
Acknowledgements: This activity is based on an activity created by Matt Smith, a teacher at Francis W. Parker Charter Essential School in Devens, MA. I will not reproduce his contact information here but if you would like to get in contact with him please email me (Kate Ellenberger) at kate@jellenberger.org. I also referred to material produced by Dr. Siobhan Hart (Binghamton University) in her lectures on social inequality for this class.
